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PHILEMON 

 Written approximately 61 A.D. 

 Written to Philemon about his runaway slave, Onesimus. 

 Onesimus also had stolen from Philemon. 

 Paul mediates for his return to Philemon. 
 
Philemon 10-11 - I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten (Led to Christ) while 
in my chains, 11 who once was unprofitable to you, but now is profitable to you and to me.  
 
Philemon 12-16 – 12 I am sending him back. You therefore receive him, that is, my own heart, 13 
whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf he might minister to me in my chains for the 
gospel. 14 But without your consent I wanted to do nothing, that your good deed might not be by 
compulsion, as it were, but voluntary.  15 For perhaps he departed for a while for this purpose, that 
you might receive him forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave — a beloved brother, 
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.  
 
Philemon 17-19 – 17 If then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me. 18 But if he has 
wronged you or owes anything, put that on my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing with my own hand. I will 
repay — not to mention to you that you owe me even your own self besides. 
 
JAMES 

 Written by James, Jesus’ half-brother, in approximately 45 A.D. 

 James was the pastor at the church in Jerusalem. 

 The purpose of the letter was to encourage the believers to live their profession of faith. 

 The theme of the letter is having a “living faith.” 
 
Unwavering Faith 
James 1:2-8 – 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to 
all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that 
man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all 
his ways.  
 
Only Good Comes from God 
James 1:12-17 – 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he 
will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say 
when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself 
tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 
Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth 
death.  16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 



 
above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of 
turning.  
 
Be Doers of the Word 
James 1:21-25 – 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  22 But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a 
man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately 
forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, 
and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.  
 
Faith Vs. Works 
James 2:14-17,26 – 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and 
one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things 
which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead.  
26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.  
 
Guard your Tongue 
James 3:2-5 - 2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a 
perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. 3 Indeed, we put bits in horses' mouths that they may 
obey us, and we turn their whole body. 4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven 
by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 5 Even so the 
tongue is a little member and boasts great things. 
 
Friendship with the World 
James 4:2-5 – 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and 
war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who 
dwells in us yearns jealously"?  
 
More Grace 
James 4:6-10 – 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble."  7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw 
near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 
your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.  
 
Personal Responsibility 
James 5:13-16 – 13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
psalms. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and 
the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Confess your 
trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent 

prayer of a righteous man avails much.  


