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..though | myself have reason for confidence in the flesh
also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence
in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth day,
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal,
a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under
the law, blameless. But whatever gain | had, | counted as
loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may
gain Christ... (Philippians 3:4-8)

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and
more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you
may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the
glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9-11)




The disease we’ve all been exposed to is guilt.
We can locate guilt’s symptoms when we stop
praying, stop standing in faith, stop serving, and
stop reading. We try to cure our guilt through
church attendance, fasting, giving, praying, good
deeds, fighting bad habits, and some have even
gone to lacerating themselves in order to gain
approval with God.

And the man and his wife were both naked and
were not ashamed. Now the serpent was
more crafty than any other beast of the field that
the Lord God had made. (Genesis 3:1)

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and
they knew that they were naked. And they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths. And they heard the sound of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. (Genesis 3: 7-8)
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Religion focuses on the EXTERNAL, rather than
the INTERNAL. It's an outward effort to close the
gap between sinful man and a holy God.

I'm astonished that you are so quickly deserting
him who called you in the grace of Christ and are
turning to a different gospel—not that there is
another one, but there are some who trouble
you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.
(Galatians 1:6-7)

Christianity is not a “religion,” it's a relationship
with the living God.

Religion comes from the word, ligare meaning
"to bind;" in other words, "return to bondage.”

Jesus + Anything = Religion




"But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and
every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. These you
ought to have done, without neglecting the others. Woe to you

Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and

greetings in the marketplaces. Woe to you! For you are like
unmarked graves, and people walk over them without knowing

it." One of the lawyers answered him, "Teacher, in saying these
things you insult us also." And he said, "Woe to you lawyers
also! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you
yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.
Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom
your fathers killed. So you are witnesses and you consent to
the deeds of your fathers, for they killed them, and you build
their tombs. Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the
key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you
hindered those who were entering." (Luke 11:42-48, 52)

Religion is right! Somebody needs to do
something!

But Religion is wrong! “Somebody” is not “us.”

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called
Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him,
“Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. And as
Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and were reclining with
Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he
heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of
a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what
this means, “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For |
came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”
(Matthew 9:9-13)
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Not that | have already obtained this or am already
perfect, but | press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, | do
not consider that | have made it my own. But one
thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining

forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think
this way, and if in anything you think otherwise,
God will reveal that also to you.
(Philippians 3:12-15)
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