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Jeremiah 17:5-8 - This is what the Lord says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in man,
who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the Lord. He
will be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He will
dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. "But blessed
is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. He will be like a tree
planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat
comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never
fails to bear fruit."

Faith and humility send out roots and tap into the stream of the grace of God in the
midst of parched places. How does faith activate the grace of God?

Hebrews 11:1-3 - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. By faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen
were not made of things which are visible.

The children of Israel are a great example of this in action:
First, they received a promise from God.

Exodus 23:23 - For My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and
the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and
I will cut them off.

They then had an initial response of faith.

Exodus 24:3 - So Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all
the judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words
which the Lord has said we will do."

After that, they took action.

Numbers 13:26-33 - Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all
the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they
brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of
the land. Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land where you sent us. It truly
flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. Nevertheless, the people who dwell in



the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the
descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites,
the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by
the sea and along the banks of the Jordan." Then Caleb quieted the people before
Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to
overcome it." But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up
against the people, for they are stronger than we." And they gave the children of Israel
an evil report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through which we
have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we
saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak
came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we
were in their sight."

They had to choose between waling in humility and faith or in pride, rebellion, and
sight.

Numbers 14:6-10 - But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who
were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; and they spoke to all
the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: "The land we passed through to spy
out is an exceedingly good land. If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into
this land and give it to us, 'a land which flows with milk and honey.' Only do not rebel
against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us; their
protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them." And all
the congregation said to stone them with stones.

Caleb’s faith released the grace of God.

Joshua 14:6-9,13-14 - Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: "You know the word which the
Lord said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea. I was
forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy
out the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart. Nevertheless my
brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly
followed the Lord my God...And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son
of Jephunneh as an inheritance. Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the
son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the Lord God of
Israel.



