The First Thing 2 — 08/14/11

Matthew 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.

“Our greatest fear should not be failure, but of succeeding at something that really doesn’t matter.” -
D.L. Moody

For most of us in this room, in 25 to 75 years we will be with the Lord and the ONLY THING that will
matter is THE FIRST THING and the eternal impact of our lives.

Colossians 3:1-4 —

1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at
the right hand of God.

2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

3 Areas to Put God First

1. Treasure
2. Time
3. Talent

Money is the first issue Jesus spoke of in regard to being distracted from “Seeking the Kingdom and
His Righteousness” FIRST!

If money was FIRST then, it is first now!

Matthew 6:19-24 —

19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal,

20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal.

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

22 The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye or focus is single or undivided, your
whole body will be full of light.

23 But if your eye or focus is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will
be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

PETER
Matthew 4:18-20 —

18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.

19 Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and | will make you fishers of men."

20 They immediately left their nets or business and followed Him.

Peter was soon to question Jesus about how this decision would impact his personal life.



RICH YOUNG RULER
He received the same invitation as Peter, but responded differently.

Mark 10:17-31 -

17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him,
"Good Teacher, what shall | do that | may inherit eternal life?"

18 So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God.

19 You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,’ 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,’' 'Do not
bear false witness,' 'Do not defraud,' 'Honor your father and your mother."

20 And he answered and said to Him, "Teacher, all these things | have kept from my youth."

21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell
whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take
up the cross, and follow Me."

22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to
enter the kingdom of God!"

24 And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them,
"Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!

25 ltis easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God."

26 And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, "Who then can be saved?"

27 But Jesus looked at them and said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all
things are possible."

28 Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You."

29 So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's,

30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time — houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions — and in the age to come, eternal life.

31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

Rich young ruler was offered to be a disciple of Jesus.

He put money ahead of God, and it cost him fulfilling the purpose of his life.

He could have been the apostle that would have replaced Judas.

He said NO, because of money and forfeited everything.

We would like to think that we would have said “Yes,” but how we handle our money TODAY is a
window into what we would have done then.

Leviticus 27:30 - And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the
tree, is the LORD's. It is holy to the LORD.

Tithing and giving isn’t about money, but about the stewardship of what comes first in our lives and
where our treasure really is located.

Proverbs 3:9-10 —
9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;
10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

The Promise to the giver — aligns with “Seek First” promise.

Mark 10:31- But many who are first will be last, and the last first."



