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Colossians 3:1-3 — ' So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with
Christ, act like it. Pursue and seek things that are eternal, the things over which Christ
presides. ? Don't shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in
front of you. Look up, set your affections on the eternals and be alert to what is going on
around Christ — that's where the action is. See things from his perspective. * For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (The Message/NKJV)

God is pleased when he finds His heart beating in another.

Matthew 25:14-30 — '* "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man [JESUS] traveling to a
far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them [THE
CHURCH]. " And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to
each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. '® Then he
who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five
talents. '” And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. '® But he who
had received one went and dug in the earth, and hid his lord's money. '® After a long
time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. ° "So he who had
received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to
me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them.' 2! His lord said to
him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, | will
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' ? He also who had
received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, | have
gained two more talents besides them.' % His lord said to him, "Well done, good and
faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over
many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' ?* "Then he who had received the one talent
came and said, 'Lord, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown,
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. ?° And | was afraid, and went and hid
your talent in the earth. Look, there you have what is yours.' ?° "But his lord answered
and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that | reap where | have not
sown, and gather where | have not scattered seed. ?” So you ought to have deposited
my money with the bankers, and at my coming | would have received back my own with
interest. 2 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. ? 'For to
everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who
does not have, even what he has will be taken away. * And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'” (NKJV)




Outer darkness is the end result for any who don’t know Christ.
Jesus is saying, “Let him see the result of his inaction.”

Luke 14:12-24 — "2 Then He also said to him who invited Him, "When you give a dinner
or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors,
lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. '* But when you give a feast, invite the
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. '* And you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just." > Now when one of
those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him, "Blessed is he
who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!" '® Then He said to him, "A certain man
[GOD] gave a great supper and invited many, " and sent his servant [THE CHURCH] at
supper time to say to those who were invited, 'Come, for all things are now ready.' '® But
they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'l have bought a
piece of ground, and | must go and see it. | ask you to have me excused.' '° And
another said, 'l have bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to test them. | ask you to
have me excused." % Still another said, 'l have married a wife, and therefore | cannot
come.' 2! So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the
master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the
blind.' > And the servant said, 'Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is
room.' 2 Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” (NKJV)

Excuses for those invited and those called to invite:
e Getting Things (Bought a piece of land)
e Making Money or Business (Prove the Oxen)
e Family (I have a wife)



