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Paul preached the Gospel to the Thessalonians on his second missionary
journey.

Acts 17:1-10 — Paul preaching to the Thessalonians and his expulsion from them
by the enemies of the Gospel.

Paul then wrote both First and Second Thessalonians in approximately
A.D. 51 & 52.

After Paul is forced out of Thessalonica, he desires to send them help and
know their state.

| Thess 2:17-20 — *” But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a
short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face
with great desire. *® Therefore we wanted to come to you — even |, Paul, time
and again — but Satan hindered us. * For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of
rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His
coming? % For you are our glory and joy.

| Thess 3:1-2 - ! Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it
good to be left in Athens alone, ? and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of
God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and
encourage you concerning your faith.

Paul admonishes them toward purity and self-control.

1 Thess 4:1-8 — * Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus
that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you
ought to walk and to please God; ? for you know what commandments we gave
you through the Lord Jesus. ® For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that
you should abstain from sexual immorality; * that each of you should know how to
possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, ® not in passion of lust, like




the Gentiles who do not know God; ° that no one should take advantage of and
defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as
we also forewarned you and testified. ’ For God did not call us to uncleanness,
but in holiness. & Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God,
who has also given us His Holy Spirit.

The Will of God:
e Sanctification
e Abstinence from sexual immorality
e Possessing your vessel in sanctification and honor

Il Timothy 2:19-22 — ' Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having
this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names
the name of Christ depart from iniquity." ?° But in a great house there are not
only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and
some for dishonor. #* Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will
be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every
good work. ?* Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love,
peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

End Time Focus

1 Thess 5:1-11 — ! But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you
have no need that | should write to you. ? For you yourselves know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. * For when they say, "Peace
and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a
pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. * But you, brethren, are not in
darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. > You are all sons of
light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. ° Therefore let
us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.  For those who sleep,
sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. ® But let us who are of
the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the
hope of salvation. °® For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him. ** Therefore comfort each other and
edify one another, just as you also are doing.

2 Thess 2:1-8 — ! Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind




or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the
day of Christ had come. ® Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will
not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the
son of perdition, * who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or
that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself
that he is God. > Do you not remember that when | was still with you | told you
these things? ® And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in
his own time. ” For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who
now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. ® And then the
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of
His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.



